
IN THE SUPERIOR COURTS OF ATLANTIC JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

STATE OF GEORGIA 

ORDER MANDATING ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION 

In accordance with the mandate of the Georgia Constitution of 1983 that the judicial branch of the 

government provide "speedy, efficient and inexpensive resolution of disputes and prosecutions," the 

judges of the Atlantic Judicial Circuit have decided that all the contested civil matters, unless exempted, 

must be referred to alternative dispute resolution (ADR) prior to the granting of a pretrial conference or 

trial. This order is enforceable by the contempt powers of the Superior Court. 

IT IS THEREFORE ordered, as follows: 

Pursuant to the inherent powers of this Court under Uniform Superior Court Rule 1.2 and 

consistent with the Georgia Supreme Court Alternative Dispute Resolution Rules, the Superior Court 

hereby adopts the rules set forth herein for court-referred ADR process in Atlantic Judicial Circuit. The 

ADR Program Director will be responsible for administering the provisions of this Order. The ADR office is 

in the Liberty County Justice Center, 201 S. Main St. Suite 3101-C, Hinesville, GA, 31313, telephone (912) 

876-8527, fax (912) 307-3760, web page located at http://firstjudicialdistrict.org/atlantic-judicial­circuit/

alternative-dispute-resolutions/. All the forms referred to in this Order are available in the Clerk of 

Superior Courts office and available on line at http://firstjudicialdistrict.org/atlantic-judicial­

circuit/alternative-dispute-resolutions/ .

MANDATED MEDIATION FOR DOMESTIC AND CIVIL CASES: 

This order applies to all contested domestic and general civil cases filed in the Superior Courts 

for the Atlantic Judicial Circuit. In contested cases filed on or after July 1st, 2017, the parties shall either 

attempt ADR or obtain an exemption from the court within 90 days of the last responsive pleading or 

90 days from when the responsive pleading was due. Unless subject to a pending order with an earlier 

deadline, all contested cases filed prior to July ist, 2017, shall be submitted to or exempted from ADR 

within 120 days from the date of this order. In the discretion of the Court, cases may be referred to ADR 

at any time, including prior to any temporary or other hearing. The parties or their attorneys shall 

complete and file an ADR Initiation Form and submit a copy of said form to the ADR office in suite 3101-

C of the Liberty County Justice Center at the time of filing the complaint or the answer. If the ADR 

Initiation Form is not timely submitted to the ADR office, the case will automatically be referred to the 

ADR process and subject to this Order. 

ATTESTATION OF ADR PARTICIPATION OR EXEMPTION 

In order to ensure that a case has been submitted to an ADR process prior to pretrial conference 

or trial or has been exempted therefrom, no party should request a pre-trial conference or trial without 

first complying with this Order. At the time of request for a pre-trial conference or trial, the requesting 

party must attest in writing that the case has been submitted to ADR or that an exemption was granted. 






