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IN THE SIIPERIOR COURT OF
EFFINGHAM COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA
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lN RIt} SItrMINAR FOR DMRCTNG PARI,NTS

ORNEB

Pursuant to thc inhcrent powets rll'this Cr:u't arirl in rlrder to provide frrr thc speecly,
elfir;iont ancl inexpensive resolutiou of disputes it is heretry ordcrcd:

Section 1: 'lhis ordcr applics to all partics with minot chilclrcn (under the. age ol' 1 B) in all
clit'Orccs, stlparntc maintenance, pirLemity, chtrrge ol'cu.sltxly" chilcl suppprt, visitatiol,
legitimatlon and other domestic relatiotrs actions as fi)ily hrr 6fl161,r1*e ordere<l5v the Llourt.
cxcluding r.iomcstic violonce actions brtiught rrrrtler the Funiilv Violence Act, I-l.R.U,S.A, cases.
llnt:on[s5{s6l visitlrtiou r:roclilications, ilrltl urcontfii;ted ohild support nodiflcation, Ihis orcler
applies Lo lhe acti<:ns as stated ahove {r]ed on or after Jmuary I, 2001.

Section 2: It is hmcby trrdcrcd that atl pirrlies shall successlLily oorrrplete the plograrn entitlerl
"Seminar for Divorcing Parents," 'l'his 

thrce, htiur eclucatiorrrrl l;erninar. {osuses on thc
devektpmetttnl ueocls trl'uhildren, with emphasis on fcrstcring thc child's cmotir:nal heaJlS 4uri,g
periocts of strcss. 'l'hc program is informative, supportive and tlirects puryle desiring a4ditionaf
infortnation or he.lp to npproptiate tes()utrres, 'Iopics cover:ed inclucJe: l) develc,prncnr,il stag*s .r{'
chilclhood; 2) reaction of children to divorce, gencrally atrd at specitic ages; 3) how div6r:ce
all'ects lamilies; 4) grief processe.,i and coping skill; -5) rriles ol'clivrrrced parents; 6) co-parcnting
skills; 7) frnancial obligations of parents; and 8) rncdiation as a ttrol to resolve clonrestic clispute s.

r.(isctirrrt .l: ALtendarrce is reqlrited ol'all p.uties to a uase rvhere thp intorosts of children unclcr thc
itge oL l S ate involveil, Thrr ssfiIifl.1f illrlsl Lre sur:cesslirlly rxlnpleted within ll l clays of sen,icc crf
thc original cotrrplaitrt upou the defenrlant, excepf in those rases filerl in Jrruutry.of 2002, the
partics huvt 60 days to succcssfully complete thc seminar. No lrenrings. Lurle.t$ errcrgency in
ilfltllre, nor nrcdiation will be schedulcd unless brith panies pre$ent proof of attendirncc.
Howcvel', the Court's action on a pe.tition will not bc dclavcd by a non-mrlvirrg rrr r:esponcling
p4tty)s refustrl or delay in conrple.ting llre. senrinar, {Ipon *par1y's foil.ure to strcccssl-ully
complete the *erufutur puf$Lrant tt: thc tJtcler, the assigned Judge may take appropriater aotirtn,
inclucling bnt not lirnitcd to actions t-or contur:pt

Section 4: Participants will pay e Jlee ol $35.|)tl. rhle at the tregiruring of cach semjnar, to cover
thc total cost of the scmit:ar including the prescrrter'$ ,[ee, hantlouts, application anct progranr
administrtrtjon. The fee may be waived if a parry prcseflls a verifiecl aflic]avit of povirtyi ancl it
appears ttpcrn investigation that lhe patty otherwise, rneets the Clourt's guiclelincs of incljEenclz,
Parcnt ar:d Child. InL:. irr Riuoon, Effinghanr (_tr)Llnty, rvill aclnrinister the senrinar using ilualitieA
cu un.ge I or,1^, edtrcatots, .qnd tminers
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Section 5: A service ol'equal vahrc may hc substitutcd for the scminar if wittcn verilicatiprr
satisftctory to thc Program Coordinator is prr.rvifud t(.r lhe Cout by a thir:cl pruty indicating that
the speeific issues nrrted qhove havc hccn addrcss,,rd in another forum tluough professional or
pastoral counseling, or zurother similar educalicrnui progtam, P*rties utay rr.l.tend uny tluee hour
Srtpetior Court approved parcnting so:rrinrn in the State ol'Georgia aild, upo1 prrrpl'ol
attcndat:ce. sultstitrLte atteudance to this serninar. A ccrtificate of attcndancc is vnlid for ilrcc
year's, F'urthcr, for goocl cartsc showll, tlre assignerl juctge fl1iiy vvaive the reqr-rircnrent ol'this
program in individual cases.

Section 6: A schedule of seurinar dates rnay be rrhtainecl fi:orn the Clerk's ofliec in each c(ilrnty,
or from thc prog;'am adrninistratot.

Stction 7t Parties must attencl ull three lruurs uf'ilre seminar in orr-ler tr-r receive credit ftrr
atterrdirncc., Upott successful completion rrf the serlinilr, the. piutics will hc ar,virrclcd a ccrtificats
of atterrdaucc to prcscnt to the judge at t):e tinre o:f'their r:rrr-rr.t nppearance.

Section 8l Seour:iLy rvill be provided at cach scntinar irnrnediately prrior to, durilg, and
inunediately after each scssion.

Eflective .Ianuary I. 2()()2.

S0 ORDERED this d{-ol'Decernhcr, 200I .

William E. oodtum,.Ir.
Chief J Superior Clourt
,L.ffinghanr Effingham (iounty
Ogocchee .tudiciul Circuit Ogccchcc Judicial. llir:cuit

Superior Court

Ogeechee .Tudioial CircLrit


